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the hill - sid e ruin.
BY RUTH HARPER.

Hearken1 u is ih«* passing bell!

May Chri-l's pura mercy shield us well'

14st to toe tale I have In lell.

Heaven s bloa dome bendelh ovex all;
on Vernier brooklet's broken fall

Make; silver chitiniigs musical.

Bat where it nears the old thorn tree,

«4u,ek ceaseth all its gentle glee.
Mullen it grow*, and ilsrk of Idee.

Mark yonder runt, blaekeiung whers

The Ida-nr-d elm- stand high and bare;
Once it arose, a castle fair.

Within its walls dwelt maidens three;

I'vrain were swart anil ill to see;
I: e third wa. lair as angels lie

r.vo night-hawk* and a dove. In sooth,
l or twain were false, and void of ruth ;
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I - unru an genueurM miu .. >».

\u I I'l ami valley. far and near,

Hrosd-ttowing stream. ami lovely mere.

And herds of kiue and anUered deer,

\\ .-re that one maiden's birthright fair;
V,1,1 s»r was dowered past compare
l,i womanhood and beauty rare.

And like the angels she was pure
i, .,i > ang< was the to the poor,
> Ming herself but His heslower.

i n- o:her twain were Knvy's thrall.
'A iiere Knvy reigns, ahe spreads a pall
u; h.deous Idackness over all.

»

Mis «hapen thoughts grew in their liraiii,
I.ike beasts of prey in noisome den,
in knotted snakes in caves unseen.

mi »et it were to lell eacb wile
J'hey practiced, wearing hollow smile,
I lie ring soil, feigning words the while.

Taere eaine a day ol festive glee,
\V lib gue-,ts of high and low dtgree,
l iad all in raiment fair to see.

And many an eye wore softened light.
To see tint lovtly lady bright.
Her vesture like her spirit, white;

A golden rone around her waist.
And wreaths of pearl upuu it traced;
lint lovelier was the form it graced.
And in the dark folds of her hair,
White Provence roses drooping rare ;
ller neck anci brow were far mora fair.

She ([retted ail with gentle grace,
Ami moved among them in iter p.ace.
I'Ue iight oflieauty on her face.

And gathered round the festal board,
i'lie ruby wine mi chalice poured,
-ne pledged tlieiu fair with courteous word !

Then drank. And never more she spoke ;
-,v.K a- ihe summer lightning stroke,
Death-spasm* o'er her white (ace broke

I'll- ii sad uprose the funeral wail.
I hose other twain, all guilty pale,
' ought tliua their ghastly joy to veil.

'i neir thought wag all of stores of gold,
And bru id domain, and castle hold,
Which save themselves were none to hold.

«.od sleepeih not. Kre winter's snow
'Vlute ited the vales that lay helow,
l<e loosed an arrow iroul His bow.

Like coming doom, a iicry pull
A rupi>ed tower and batlleuiented wall,
t Wen ruse hi spirals wild and tall.

A nd now- those shapeless heaps of stone,
a thunder scathed, remain alone,
Abetter, ot the guilt foregone.
Lut sometimes, still, at dead of night,
Hovering about tue ruin's height.
I co toriu- are seen, of lurid light.
And then the stars grow shadowy pale,
fbe leaves all shudder through the vale,
And sounds g,» by, of fearful wail.

For the National Fira.

FASHIONABLE FOOTPRINTS.
HV MRS. HKI.I. SMITH.

Part VI.
1 .ts, like devotees in religion, must have

«<.11feasors. Klinded by the little god,
lie, reach out lor guidance; and, as the blind

v has his dog, each lover must have his
rictimi/.ed listener. They are not very nice in
tin- selection. It' the unfortunate will only
pit' patient attention, they will be honored
with the place. Your maid in all comedy is
) rtic.-rd of her mistress' love, as in all trageshegoes .mad in muslin, while her lady

ilires elegant insanity in white satin, with
t"T Itack hair down. What farce or five act

my-'y ever opened, that Master Sir Charles
was n ' pouring into the ear of Thomas or

tlrfyory the virtues and beauties of Clarissa,
an !> ,re.,? Sir Charles talks from elegant topNt<> i iiomas in shoes, with huge buckles.
therwi-e they are on the same footing, for

the great leveller, sees no distinction.
Ibis is very amusing.to spectators ; yet it is

( ire. I have seen the most brilliant girl be'e the inseparable friend and companion of
' i' <1, unattractive piece of feminine absurd'v,Hj,d astonish ail by such eccentric condact,
!'-e cause was, that some youth had cast hand,

a> 1 .rt unes, at the fair one's feet, and
'"iHtions were pending. It is well that this

HCt-r of love is one of feeling, for snob fools
nien and women make of themselves, that,

»1 reason one look, the course of trne love
*

. i he interrupted altogether, until judgment
control the flood, and have it even and

!<" as the waters of a canal.
"ardour seized upon Captain Wattles, and

1 into that gentleman's ear all his hopes,
»*?. and troubles. It was very amusing to

' <v *ith what attention the young lover would
to the advice of the old, prim Captain,

who knew as much cf the subject as he did of
Minor's shop. Returning from the assem?at midnight, when the Captain was sleepy

r(,;'d endurance, he would waste honr after
hour in talks in which Juliet's perfections and
his own love were the only themes, varied to a
***ry endlessness. Sitting on the edge of the

'i. he would say.
- we parted to-night, Captain, she com

mof the heat of the room, and herself
K< posed a promenade on the piazza. What

you think of that, Captain ? "
"Good. 1 think the manifestation decidedly

a fj' 1.
what would you do under the circnm

Unees,Captain?"
hy, I would watch an opportunity, my" y throw myself upon my knees"

N'oi,sense, Captain; kneeling went out*heu straps came in. and has never been rein"tated."
Well, well; I'd make a move.I'd take upk ^t-'idcd position. I'd unmask my batteries,to-morrow, say?"but how? that's the question; how is it to'* done ? "
W hat say you to a cloak, broad-rimmedu' a guitar, and serenade? Sing something'hp point. Delicate, you know.very deli'-*tt.-bmto the point."1 cant sing.have no guitar.couldn't play' 1 had."
I bat s bad, my boy ; but couldn't you hire
ot these tiddlers?.yon be on hand. No;

k

let him he yon, with orders to bring home whatevershe throws out/'
44 Oh f I have tried serenading.gave fifty

dollars to the Germania band for a serenade.
Twenty windows were raised, forty ears listened.twentybouqneta were showered down. I
selected one with a gold ring and a look of
hair as the one. Hang any one fool enough
to serenade the front of a hotel. After I had
kissed the bouqaet into nothing, wore the foolring,and treasured up the lock of hair for a

week, 1 discovered they came from a widow of
fifty.the hair false at that.''
A grim chuckle from the old Captain disconcertedWardonr so, that he rushed into bed,

to wear ont the sleepless night in vain conjecture.
Poor O'Halloran was quite unfortunate. Ho

had no one for a confidant but the deaf Englishman,Captain Waters. To possess him
with the important secret was by no means an

easy task. To shout one's tender passion, as if
roarin? 44 fire."' or charerin? an enemv. was not
at all pleasant; jet, driven to desperation, he
made the effort. Leading his friend to a sequesteredspot, where they would be safe from
interruption, he began:

" I believe you're a good friend, Waters, and
I want your assistance." The Captain looked
wise, and said, " precisely! "

" Now," elevating his voice, " I'm in a deuce
of a dilemma."
The Captain drew out a huge wallet, and

said, as he opened it, " How much ? "

"Oh! confound it.I don't want your
money.I want your advice.your advice, I
say."
The CaptaiD, much relieved, replaced his wallet.and responded, " Fire away ! "
" What's your opinion ofa good-lookingyoung

fellow, of limited means, pursuing an angel with
five hundred thousand ?

" I think he's a fool."
" The devil you do ? "

O'Halloran was about proceeding to remonstrate,when a man came running up, very red
in the face, out of breath, and apologized, by
saying that he had heard loud talking, and
feared a quarrel was going on. Just then, Victor,lookiug up, saw one of the Newport dandieslying upon the rock, and grinning hideously.Grasping his cane, he approached him.

" Look, you, sir; you have been playing the
dirty eavesdropper."

" Eavesdropper," retorted the poor fellow
u how could one help it, with people shouting as
if a mile apart ? "
"You had no business to hear a word, you

scoundrel. Now, I let you go, but if ever I
hear a word of this whispered round, I'll hunt
you np, and pay with interest.I will."

This threat alone preserved the secret.but
further conferences with Captain Waters were
out of the question. Fortunately for him, and
very unfortunate for the victim, Victor was

shortly afterwards introduced to Captain Wattles.Irishman like, he followed np the introductionby the closest intimacy, and the poor
man found himself the receptacle of two courses
of true love.same in folly, but widely differing
iu the fact, that one came from an old friend,
while the other must be looked upon as an enemy.He was too polite, in fact, too much com:plimer.ted by the attention, to shake off O'llalloran;so he listened attentively.though,to do
him justice, he gave his solemn advice to War;dour alone, and avoided Victor as much as possible; but there was one place from which there
could be no escape.his bed. Here the unfortunatewas fairly cornered.here he was completelycaught, and nothing but downright rudeness,which Wattles would have suffered death
rather than be guilty of, could save him. Rolled
up in blanket and quilt, night-capped, and still
prim, even in repose, the poor man would be
rudely shaken by one or the other, to have long
stories poured into his drowsy ears, on subjects
to him entirely devoid of interest.

" Now, Captain, dear," O'Halloran would ask,
" can ye advise me? "

" If there is anything," the Captain replies,
" that I am entirely acquainted with, it is the
gentler sex. I have made them a study, my
buy. Hard to know.hard to know, I admit.
but then I have given the study much time and
attention."

" Don't lie there, friend of my soul, and be
indulging in such exceedingly high compliments
10 yoursen. i ne great. Adversary nimseit is
puzzled entirely when he opeus that fair page
in the book of nature. But two heads are better
than one.so help me ont."
"Do you think she's struck ?.do you think

she's afleeted ? "
" That's a question, now.that's a botherer.

only answer me that.I won't trouble any one,
me darlint. Sometimes I think the lovely creatureis.then I think she is not. When ye come
totransmute thepildedtintsoftheploriousclouds
into solid pold, coin it into coin, and put it in
your pocket, and call it youis, the same takes a

conjuror. Captain, dear, am I the man? I
hear her sweet lips utter heavenly thinps.but
are they for me ? Is she pourinp her precious
litttle soul into my heart, there to be locked
up, and cherished forever and ever? Amen."

" Well, well; come to the practical.brinp
matters to an issue. Why not make the ex|periment? Send her some trifle, make her a

present, and see how she receives it. Youcer,tainly don't wish to be kept in this state of
doubt and uncertainty ? "

" Surely not; it's killing me by inches. I'd
rather see her married to our friend Wardour.
clever gentleman he is, too.but the de'il a bit
of chance has he, I propose."
^ The hint dropped by Captain Wattles in referenceto the present, was not lost upon O'Halloran.He studied upon it until he determined
at onee to act. He had in possession a family
relic, in shape of a brooch, exceedinply delicateand beautiful, and this he selected to send
to his heart's idol, and upon its recaption hang
his fate. He enclosed the article in a box, accompaniedit with a note, offering hand and
heart, intimating that, " by accepting or re;jecting the accompanying trifle, she would
seal his fate," and sent them to Juliet's apartment.
The proposition suggested by Wattles to Victor,that ancient gentleman had earnestly pressedupon Wardour as the only course. It was

after much solicitation that he consented to
preseut her with an ingeniously carved ring;
»mx uu oeih wii'U it uut uiio iiuc, ner
to receive it only on account of its being a singularlybeautiful relic of a bygone time, that
could only become the most fascinating of the
present.

Juliet, returning from a ride on the followingmorning, found the notes and gifts upon her
table. She was much distressed. That any conductof her's should cause others to build uphopes, the overthrow of which must be painful,
gave her inexpressible grief. What to do? was
the question. Mrs. Colburn tras away on a
pleasure excursion : so delay for her return
would give birth to erroneous impressions of
hesitation on her part. There was but one
course.to return the gifts at once. Thinking,from the tenor of Wardour's note, that the antiquebrooch was from him, she sent it, with a
word simply saying that she trusted hereafter
not to be misunderstood, but hoped that their
pleasant acquaintance might continue upon the
same footing as of old. The ring she determine
ed to return to O'Halloran that evening.

Poor Wardour, when the box with its singularcontents arrived, with the.to him.mysteriousnote, no words could express his astonishment.He could scarcely credit his senses. The
Captain was called in, and consultations were

deep and protracted.
" You may rely upon it, my boy/' the Captain

exclaimed, again and again, triumphantly, "youhave won. The day's yours. You send her a

ring, as I advised.mind, as I advised.she returnsyou a brooch. You?'* from the hand.
her's from the heart. Shrewd little witch- Take
the fortune the gods send you, and be thankful.
Make haste with the 'alter, and look not, Ac.,Ac. Ha ! ha! " And the Captain laughed a
protracted cackle, that bore as much likeness
to a hearty roar as dried apples to the ripefruit.
Wardour was forced to admit the Captain'sconstruction of the act.the letter and apparentgift would admit of no other. He determined

to place the brooch in hia breast, and call on
Miss Deming the next morning. Hia heart
throbbed as he thonght over the happy interview
that was to bless him for life.

Juliet met O'Halloran in the ball-room. Manytimes daring the evening she attempted to returnthe gift, and aa often failed. She should
have given the trifle to Governor Denton or
Mrs. Colbnrn, and let either hand it politely to
O'Halloran; but he was so pleasant, entertaining,and good-natured, that she shrunk from causinghim any pain. Time flew by.night's stars
were shining on the hour of twelve. Wearilythe music rained down on wearied dancers.the
hour of parting had come.

" Mr. O'Halloran, said Juliet, hurriedly, as
she gave him the ring.she had danced with
him often that evening for the purpose of sayingthis." I cannot remain your debtor, aa youwish. This is better worn by you than myself.It is very beautiful.very beautiful, indeed.
you must wear it as my friend." iShe hastened away, seising the arm of her
uncle in her flight. In leaving the hall, she
gave one glance at O'Halloran, who stood
transfixed npon the spot like a statue. " Poor
man!" sighed Juliet. The sympathy was
wasted. No two happier men saw a night melt
into morn. Each thought himself accepted.EVi/.V> cr . e. *1»
*-"«vu wauncu urarcu lyr iuc BUtxeni) bo iuu^
hoped for. To do both j oatice, they were as
disinterested and honest as suitors of the good
and beantifnl Juliet shonld be.

In the morning, Wardour, with the brooch
sparkling on his breast, called on Juliet. While
waiting her appearance, Victor O'Halloran entered,his face flushed, his eyes glistening, and |
every indication of a man in the happiest hu- ;
mor with himself. j"Ah! Wardour, how do you do? I am

very glad to see" He ceased abruptly, j
and dropped Wardour's hand so suddenly, that j
the act Becmed as if Victor had been shot. (
Then added, half to himself, " She's an infernal ,
flirt." He began pacing the floor like a mad- ]
man, to Wardour's intense astonishment. (

" Why, O'Halloran, what is the matter?" (
" Probably you know, sir; you are here by j

appointment, to witness this. Hope you enjoy i
it. But you had better go. You'll repent if
you do not. Go, sir, go." t" Upon my soul, this is strange language." {

Victor paused suddenly, and, raising his j
hand, pointed to the door. It was Wardour's (
turn to pale. He saw his ring on Victor's
fiuger. (

" I believe, Mr. O'Halloran," he said, slow- <
ly, a perfect tempest sending its calm in ad- <
vance, " I believe, sir, that I know why you
say I had better leave here. I will; but, beforedoing so, let me say that, whatever may
be your oonduct hereafter, this, at least, should
bave shown something more of the gentleman."
He left. O'Halloran, staring after him, then g

muttered, as he tore the ring from his hand, iand flung it on the table, " More of a gentle- t
man, more of the gentleman. Insult to injury, tWe'll see. Yes, we'll see the scoundrel.the tjilt.to treat me thus ".and he followed.

Victor O'Halloran was not a duellist, but he ;
was a gentleman ; and, as such, in his opinion, (could see only one remedy for all social wrongs, (and that lay in the pistol. He sought Captain tWaters, and by dint of much loud talking, jmade the Englishmau understand his griev- ,
aoces.
The challenge was sent and accepted, Wardourreferring to Capt. Wattles, as his friend.

The two friends, by an interchange of some
formal notes, selected the spot, and named the
hour of combat for the following morning.Wardour and O'Halloran passed the intermediatetime in preparation incident to such fearfulbusiness.

" Oh 1 you quiet, serious, beautiful, little
devil," said O'llalloran, as he contemplated
one of his pistols that he lifted from the case," how easy you rest in my hand now, quiet as
the night, yet deadly as the lightning. There's
a deal of mischief in ye.for many a tall
youth I've known measure the sod, who left
breaking hearts to mourn, and hot tears to
water the grave. A deal of good have ye spoken,too, when the foul slanderer and heartless
villain tumbled down, and went into quick decay,because ye said the word. Ye have a cure
for all life's ills down in that deep, dark throat;
and it is I, Victor O'Halloran, without mother
or sister to mourn, who is ready for ye. Myheart is bitter with the abuse, for life comes to
me full of wearying nothingness. Come, come,
Victor, my boy, this won't do.there's work
on hand.there.what then ? I will leave old
post here my property.a pistol case.and on
some foggy morning he'll blow a hole into his
hearing."

Victor, in his haste and indignation, neg- ilected to take Captain Waters to some place ,
secure from the hearing of others. One did
hear.he conld not help bnt hear, ao loud and jangrily waa the Irishman expressing himself. ,and that one was Albert Pinckney, who roomed ,
near Captain Waters. He turned from them, ,he coughed, he even spoke, but Victor con- jtinued the history of his troubles. Albert was
surprised.he had looked upon the good and
beautiful face of Juliet, and could not realize
that ahe had been guilty of such heartless conduct.There must be an error, and he determined,for once, to meddle in the affairs of
others, and give an opportunity to clear up the
matter before bloodshed.
He thought of seeking an interview with 1

Miss Deming ; then, changing his mind, deter- i

mined to lay the affair before Governor Denton, i
He sought that gentleman, and found that he 1
had gone to New York, and would not be back
until near midnight. Short time for conaulta- 1
tion, should he arrive. Albert waited with in- 1
tense anxiety. He threw himself upon a bed, <
with orders to be wakened at midnight. The
order was neglected, and at daylight he awoke,found O'Halloran and hia friend stealing from ,

tKpir OnftHHa Knafana^ «A/\f« Af
v.v.* w^xniixvuv* u^gvyiUCU W tuc iWUl V/i

Governor Denton, and found that worthy sound
asleep. Without much ceremony, he shook
him up, and hastily related all he had heard. j"God bless me!" exclaimed the honorable ,gentleman, leaping from his bed. " We must ]
see Juliet.see Mrs. Colburn.this won't do. ,terrible.1 remember Burr.hand me that ,
gown.dead shot.slippers, please.barbarous, ,

barbarous!" jIn gown and slippers, with night-cap yet on, <

he ran to the ladies' room. They had taken a jsudden freak, and were on the beach, bathing. (Without stopping to dress, he flew down stairs, ,flung himself into the nearest coach. Albert ,
sprang on the box, and they galloped to the
beach. ,

The morning was breaking softly and beau- jtifully over the waters of the boundless sea, as
the combatants met for the purpose of sheddingeach other's blood. When O'Halloran
arrived with his second, Wardour and Wattles
were on the ground, with a surgeon and assist- i
ant.the oply spectators. Preparations were 1
brief. The combatants had taj^en their places, ]
pistols in hand, and were waiting for thh word <
" fire," when a frantic shout, mingled with the ]
rattling of wheels, was heard. AH turned, and {
saw a carriage approaching at a rapid pace, ]
from the window of which a long, gaunt body, <
in a queer dress, was gesticulating violently. 1
The carriage whirled furiously into their midst i
at a gallop, and from it leaped Governor Den- t
ton, lifting out Mrs. Colburn, J uljet Peming, i
and Mrs. Wentworth. i
The scene was impressive. His Excellency J

was yet in his gown, cap, and slippers.the <
ladies in their bathing dresses, dripping with I
water, looked like sea-nymphs, who, for the
moment, £ad donned the Bloomer costume, t
Albert Pinckuey, voaciii^ap, astonished sur- <
geon and assistant, made up' the background, i
Of course, explanations followed, and mysteriesvanished. Wardour and O'Halloran shook y

hands, and returned to the Ocean House, i
bettor poptpntod, if not happier men. Gov- <
ernor Denton carried on eypi^n^tion^ with <
Captain Waters until he was too hoarse to \whisper, which, continuing sotpe days, b« »t- 1
tributed to a cold, ,

The Chicago Times states that three thousand
seven hundred and fifty buildings have been i
erected in that city since the first of the year. 1

MR. SUMNER AND HIS CALUMNIATORS.
To refute the base and heartless rumor spread

by the enemies of Mr. Sumner, that his withdrawalfrom active duties is voluntary, and intendedfor merely political effect, Mr. Wilson,
his colleague, publishes in the PhiladelphiaNorth American the following letters from the
distinguished physicians who have had him
successively under their care :

Boston, October 2, 1856.
Sir: I first visited Mr. Sumner on Monday,25th May, three days after the assault uponhim by Mr. Brooks, and saw him constantlyto the 29th May, wheu Dr. Lindsly became his

regular physician.
For three days of this time he was in a criticalsituation from the external injuries, and I

remained in Washington in order to attend uponhim. My fears on leaving him were, that, besidesthe internal injuries, his brain had receiveda shock from which it might not recover
for months, and I felt it my duty to caution him
strongly against all exertion, uutil it was fullyreatomH frnm »ta affani* af - a"1'
.w«» »VUB VMV VUWW V» HIU BUUVIl*

I pressed this upon him because he expressed
a determination to resume his duties at once,which, according to my opinion, he could not
do without the risk of losing his life.
Very respectfully, <fcc.,

'

Marshall S. Perky.
Hon. Henry Wilson.

Washington, September 23, 1856.
Dear Sir : In reply to your inquiry, I state

that I was the regular medical attendant of Mr.
Sumner, from May 29th to the time of his leavingWashington, at the beginning of July.During this whole period, he was sufferingfrom the effects of the injuries received in the
Senate Chamber, on the 23d of May. Much of
his time he was confined to his bed ; and at
10 part of the time was he able to resume his pubicduties. His constant wish, expressed repeatidlyto me, was that he might be speedily restorid,so as to take his seat again in the Senate,
rom which, as I am informed, he had never
>efore been absent for a single day.Mr. Sumner left here by my advice, in order
o enjoy the advantage of a change of air, either
it the sea-shore or on the mountains. I inclined
n favor of the latter, and recommended Schooliv'nMnnntjun. in Mow -loraac
In Ibe event of his great weakness continuing

>n his going to Philadelphia, I urged him to
lonsult an eminent physician there, and be governedby his advice.

I remain, faithfully, yours,
Harvey Lixdsly.

Hon. Henry Wilson.

Philadelphia, October 2, 1856.
Sir : In reply to your inquiries, I begin by

itating that my intercourse with Mr. Sumner
ias been wholly of a professional and social naure,as, personally, I should derive no satisfac;
ion from the success of those political principles
o which he is committed.

I never saw Mr. Sumner before the 9th of
luly, when, upon his arrival in Philadelphia, he
:ame under my professional care. Since then,lown to the present moment, he has acted eu

irelyin compliance with my advice, given to
iromote his restoration to health at the earliest
jeriod. I have insisted upon his seclusion,
nuch in opposition to his own earnest desires,
ind the repeated calls of some of his political
riends, convinced that his early recovery delendedupon his entire- abstraction from all exlitement.
I make this statement injustice to Mr. Sumler,in order to repel the unfounded rumors of

lis complicity with'party tactics in thus withIrawinghimself. What he has thus done, he
ias done absolutely under my professional direction; and in the discharge of my doty, I
;ould not have given any other advice.
When Mr. Sumner came under my care, he

vas exceedingly feeble, with a mot bid irritabiltyof the nervous system, with sleeplessness,
ind inability to make any exertion, mental or
>hysical, also without apparent recuperative
>ower. His condition awakened iny solicitude,
is it was difficult to determine whether he la>oredunder functional or organic injury of the
irain. It was evident the injuries he had orignallvreceived on the floor of the Senate had
>etn aggravated by the peculiar condition of
lis nervous system at the time.a condition inlucedby severe mental exertion, and nervous
ension from the loss of sleep for several conlecutivenights; also by the peculiar susceptisilityof his temperament, which is highly nerrous.I en joined absolute repose, and, especialy,withdrawal from all public duties, and adriscdmountain air, preferring Cresson on the
Mleghanies, to Schooley's Mountain, as higher
ind more retired.
Mr. Sumner has returned from Cresson improved,though still an invalid, and is now under

ny constant care. His restoration to health at
in early day depeuds entirely upon his complete
ibstraction, except within prescribed limits,
'rom mental or physical exertion.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Caspar Wister.
Hon. Henry Wilson.

Cincinnati, October 4, 185(1.
To the Editor of the National Era:

I cut from the Daily Cincinnati Gazette of
his date an exceedingly well-conceived and
ivell-written response to the proceedings put
rorth by the antediluvian Whigs, at their recent
Convention at Baltimore, and enclose it to you.
Vou may find it useful to republish. I should
ike to see it in your paper. It seems to me to
se such a notice of those proceedings as they
leserve. Yours, truly, .

FROM AN OLD LINE WHIG.

To the Members of the recent assemblage at Baltimore,styling itself Whig Convention.

Gentlemen*: An obscure individual, here
ofore addicted to the voting of Whig tickets
rod to the support of Whig principles, who
fnows where to find all that remains of the
irchives and organization of the Whig party in
Dhio, has read with care the proceedings of
four Convention. It purports to be a Conventioncalled to revive ana reorganize the old
Whig party, and to be composed of individuals
filled with regret that the party to which they
jnce belonged is no longer in the field. You
ivow your belief that the time and occasion
M-e at hand for the grave to burst its cerements; for the buried to revisit the earth : and
pou solemnize your belief by setting the examplein your own proper persons.

" Be thy intent* wicked or charitable,
Thou corri'*t in such a questionable shape
That I will speak to thee."

The work of reviving a great party is a
lerious work. The old Whig party drew but
ittle money from the national treasury. Her
eaders lacked the art of getting themselves
sleeted to frequent office; but studied rather
low, at the head of the armies ofthe Republic,
,o advance her standards upon contested fields;
tow, in peace, to develop the material resources
>f the nation, by commerce and the arts:
iow, at the bar and on the bench, to expoundrod render impregnable the true principles of
he Constitution; how, in the Senate, to enforce,
with oratory worthy of immortal fame, the lesionsof a large and generous statesmanship.It was only in the small arts ofan electioneering
lanvass they were deficient. In their chosen
ields of labor they were everywhere victorious.
Their country's history can never refuse

hem a place on those of her pages in which
ire written the most shining records of civic
rod military genius.
We, of the rank and file of that old party,

prere accustomed to stand up to the contest
vith scarcely a hope of victory, and to consider
>ur efforts compensated by the healthy influenceupon public affairs, always possible to a

figilant %nd courageous minority. We were
ield together, not by the gossamer ireh* of party
lllegiance, but by a most mutual and emulous
teal upon great themes of national concernment.Who would revive that old party must
revive the occasion, the principles, and the
feelings, which originated and sustained it.

I am under the impression that most of theold Whigs of the country who read your proceedingswill feel a certain sense of vacuity.You tell them ft is too late to put up candidatesof their own. You fail to announce any principlesnot common to all political parties, and
you resolutely turn your backs upon anythinglike an announoement of measures. Such abeginning, for a party having the temperamentand the peculiar experiences of the old Whigparty, I cannot but regard as inauspicious.One cannot but wonder, supposing the rally tohave taken place, what is to come next. Or, ifnothing ig to be done or proposed, why rally atall? Is it not a rather inconvenient and expensiveproceeding to be gone through with,for the mere purpose of a dress parade ? It is
true, that you put in nomination two gentlemenfor President and Vice President; but,since one of these gentlemen never did agreeto any Whig principle in his life, and since the
two gentlemen never did agree with each other
on political questions, yonr nomination of themdoes not help us to understand you.The occasion of your meeting was doubtless
a joyful one, and the prospect of once more
beholding the old Whig banner, still full highadvanced, and beaming in its original lustre,was exciting. The thought to men of your agemust have recalled a thousand glorious scenes,and must have rolled back the wheels of time
to years of a moqe generous and noble com-
panionship. That you should separate, leavIing a portion of yonr work undone.that porIticn moat likely bo recall your elated hearts to
a sense of mortality.should be no cause eitherfor surprise or uncharitableneas. And since
you will necessarily be obliged to reassemble,in order to finish your work, and explain to uswhat you would be pleased to have us do, in
case we should conclude to rally, 1 beg leave,respectfully, to make a few suggestions.Our old Whig party conceived itself to be an
eminently constitutional party. Not a few of
our leaders were great lawyers, whoso reputationwas felt to depend in no small degree
upon a profound study and exposition of constitutionallaw. Their methods of reasoningand of construotion were the methods adoptedby the courts. One great leading rule of con-!
siruction was this : If they found in the Consti-
tution a duty clearly imposed upon the legislativebranch of the Government, or an author-1
ny cieariy conienea, and no particular limits
or specifications as to the process of performingthe d uty or of exercising the authority, then
the Legislature was expected aud empoweredto accomplish the proposed object, by any ex-
pedient and apt means, and was left to its discretionfor the selection of means. Another
rule was this: That the fact of government and
of sovereignty necessarily implied and involved
the existence of such powers, whether expressed
or not, as, if not possessed, would be a denial of i
government and of sovereignty; in other words,that the terms government and sovereignty had
a certain significance and meaning of themselves,which meaning had no more need to be
written out at length in the Constitution, than
the definition and meaning of the other words
used in that instrument. They further maintainedthat the Federal Constitution was framed
and adopted for meritorious purposes; and
while no effort should be used to construe into
it powers not intended to be there, it was
equally inadmissible to practice ingenuity to
construe powers and duties out of it; that, uponthe whole, it was to be taken without liberality
on one hand, or narrowness on the other, accordingto its natural purport and objects, and
construed like any other arrangement entered
into for a lawful and good purpose.In these discussions, their antagonists were
not always consistent with themselves.not harmoniouswith one another.but it was common
for them to insist upon what they called a
" srriet construction,'' and to insist upon treatingthe Constitution very much as if it was an
indictment for crime, and as if the debate in
hand was a criminal prosecution, where all
the presumptions were to be taken againstthe instrument. Where a power was clearlyconfefred, and the means of exercising it not
specified, they did not deny that there was an
implied power to use such means as were ne-
cessary; but they claimed that necessary was
much the same as indispensable, and left little

~c t % - -

tuuice ui uifmis. in aucD case, it they had
some means which they preferred, they were
apt to claim that fact as an evidence that other
means were unnecessrry, and therefore uncon-;stitutional. Not a few of the grave constitntionaldiscussions of the country have resolved
themselves into a simple assertion on one side." Some other mode can be adopted.ours, for
instance.and yours is, therefore, unconstitu-
tional." The whole Bank, Tariff, and Internal I
Improvement controversies, so far as they weremade constitutional questions,had thisextent.
no more. The same modes of reasoning ramifiedthemselves through a great variety of
affairs, running downwards from the Halls of
Congress to the State Legislatures and to countsKtnon....- J- ----- *

tj uuu upnuiin, »g»iu, irotn me
county courts to the State courts, and still
upwards to the Supreme Federal Court at Wash-
ington. The path was often travelled, and well
beaten. As rules of judicial construction, the
Whig doctrines were everywhere adopted, and
qpread upon the records of the courts. Our
great leaders were not destined to collect and
disburse the revenues of the Government, or to
feel their palms often crossed with its emoluments,but to triumphs more intellectual and
enduring. Admitting the hand of Providence
to be visible in the affairs of nations, one mightalmost imagine the destiny of the Whig partyto have been, not to administer the Constitution,nor grow fat upon it, but to defend it
while young, to maintain its symmetry, and
send it, unharmed, upon a career of liberty andglory. On this hypothesis, it might seem as if;its work were done and ended; for it is clear,that in settling the principles by which the
Constitution shall be construed, little more can
be hoped from debate or judicial decisions.
The lyork has been done too strongly and well
to leave much for future discussions, beyond a
vain repetition of what has been already well
said on one side or the other, and already determinedby judicial decisions, accumulated one
upon another, nntil a further accumulation
could add little to their authority. Jn this
view, tha Whig party has added to its claims
of pleasant remembranoe, the crowning honor
of having disbanded when its work was accomplished.It did not live itself into the contemptof good men by dragging on a useless exist-i
ence as a faction, after its victories and defeats
had become final, and its duties as a party had
ceased. Some of us who were in at the last
scenes, performing the humble duties of the
tick-room. not ashamed to show ourselves
amonir the IMMimm oflur Harlrnoaa /Onno/t

upon it. would be sorry to see its venerable
remains reoalled, for public exhibition, as a

grinning skeleton. <

The feeling of the country appears to be run-
ning upon other themes of discussion. It is
true, that under these lie in part the s*me old
methods of constitutional construction, which
have divided public opinion before, and which
would naturally lead us Whigs to choose one
side rather than the other; but these are so
distorted and strained, as to only bear that de-
gree of resemblance to their former selves,
which a caricature may bear to the original,
and so warped and complicated in their proposedapplication to measures and results, that l
the people of the country seem to leave both of i
the old dead parties to bury their dead.
On one side, we found the power of the peo-

pie of the Union-to mould and direct the insti- i
tutions under which their vacant lands shall be
peopled, formed into States, and admitted into ;
the Union, denied. Their sovereignty over their
own domain is sought to be stultified. Scarce- j
ly any question in the progress of the country 1
can be more vital to the people of the United jStates than this. A glance at the map shows |
us that the largest portion of the surface of our I
country is not yet admitted info the Union as l
States ; and a slight insight into the ourrent of i
events shows the probability of adding yet fur- <

ther to our domains; consequently, the States <

yet to be admitted will ultimately control the ]
Government. If the people of the United States <
cannot maintain their supremacy, and exercise 1

choice and discretion as to what influences shall
people their vacant domain, what shall be thecharacter of their neighbors, where and how
new votes shall be admitted in the making oftheir laws, they cannot control the destiny oftheir Government, they have in fact abdicated
popular sovereignty; they are given over to a
companionship, which may be injurious or repulsive,but in regard to which they have no
power of resistance, nor even the right of proteat.This denial of the right of the people ofthe United States, through their Government,to choose their own destiny.or, reduced to itssimplest form of expression, this denial to the
people of the United States to the right of selfgovernment,is the result of the old mode of
treating the Constitution as if its objects were
unwholesome, and as if no power should be .considered in it which is not written out so atlength as to render denial impossible. Hut itis the old mode forced into distortion by the
application of lashes and thumb-screws. It is
strict construction so refined upon and attenuatedas to leave an ordinary strict constructioniston the latitudinarian side. As a rule of
construction, its result is to convert the Constitution,framed to secure to the people theright of self-goverument, into a means of deprivingthem of that right.This mode of construction, in the abstract so
dangerous to popular liberty, and so unreasonable,is not rendered more attractive by the objectsto which it is applied. Its immediate use
is to extend Slavery; but it is equally favorableto polygamy.
Coupled with the above mode of construction

is auother, which belongs to the opposite extreme.It asserts a power under the Constitution,and by virtue of it, not so much as hinted
at in the language of that instrument, the powerof the slaveholder to take his slaves into anyTerritory acquired or to be acquired, and hold
them there, without and against the consent of
the people of the Union, or of the Territorv it-
self. This power is asserted upou the credit of J
several implications and inferences, requiring (
for their support a latitude of construction, com- f
pared with which, ordinary liberality is narrow <
and strict. (
The result of it, if this power be sustained, 1

and I may say the purpose of it, as in the pre- 1

ceding instance, adds nothing to the attraction 1
of the thing itself. It extends Slavery over all *
the Territories of the United States, acquired 1
or to be acquired. The same principle would '
seem to authorize the indefinite extension of '
polygamy. |Thus are coupled together two modes of con- j
struing the Constitution, as opposite as the *

poles ; both asserted by the same advocates ; i

one, by an extremely strict construction, depri- 1

ving the people of the power of self-defence ; 8
the other, by an extremely loose construction, 8

conferring upon a few an almost unlimited f
power to corrupt and annoy the body politic. 1

So far as either of these proposed modes of t
construction depends or can depend upon argu- 1
ment or decisions, they have been long since 8

adjudicated; and the practice of the Govern- c

ment, until a very recent period, has sanctioned ^those decisions. The only thing that remains Jis to ascertain whether the people by their votes i
are willing to consent to the proposed abdicationof their right to control the destiny of their t.
own Government. 3
The merits of Slavery and Polygamy, as t

forms of social organization, ought to be great, c
to justify their extension by such means, and t
at the expense of such a strain upou the funda- I
mental law. But the people of this part of the c

country entertain, perhaps erroneously, unfavor- I
able opinions of both Slavery and Polygamy. *
Thpv ftrA nnl int.imfl.tAlv flnnn-iinto/i «/s*k oifKo- r

, - »- o.vuc, r

bat have seen and heard enough of both to »

create a dislike, it may be a prejudice. Since e

Slavery already has more room than it can oc- K

cupy, they do not perceive why it should be ex- I
tended ; and they look upon the desire to urge f
it forward continually, in opposition to the pre- F
dilections of all who are not engaged in it, as ^
pretentious, unneighborly, and offensive. When h
yon meet again, to inform us how to rally the Ft
old Whig party, as I take it for granted jou v

soon will, I think you will do well to consider
that the people have a great propensity to vote
on this question. I have seen old Whigs who
make no scruples to acknowledge that theylove the Whig party, but who insist upon it
they also love virtue, and that polygamy is hos
tile to virtue; who insist upon it they also love
justice, and that the further extension of Sla- C
very at this time is unjust. Some of them go

w

so far as to say that they love the Constitution,and that the claims now put forward, unless
met and overthrown, will subvert that instrument.
So much diversity of opinion is expressed, as

to what is national and what sectional, that not *i
a few old Whigs have been looking over their
files to find where the^ stood when they were
acknowledged on all sides to be national. An si
examination, they say, confirms their recollec- si
tion. They find acts of Congress, some of them s

quite recent, speeches, declarations, resolutions, 11
inHir»ial Honioinna r\f fkn LVJ ft.

I' J uvviOiwi.O v/» HJC UiJ^UCOI. 1 cu"

eral Court, all concurring in the assertion that *

Congress has power to prohibit the extension '
of Slavery into new Territories ; and they say j'they find that a general concurrence of opinionexisted of the expediency of exercising that
power, especially as to Territory north of 36°
30' north latitude. The leaders of both the old tlparties took this ground. In addition to this
general argument as to constitutional power, jthey find there was a general striking of hands qon the matter of expediency and fairness in t
1820, and again in 1850. They recollect a d
feeling of satisfaction and comfort in stauding c
on such solid national ground. The flag seemed tl
to float over them with a feeling of safety, and
gave its ample folds to the breeze, as if it were e
indeed the (lag of the Union. On this Union, u
national ground they stand yet, without any 11

change whatever. They wish to know how jt
happens, that without the slightest variation 11

from (heir former national position, they should
now be charged with sectionalism, and their "

fidelity to the Union impeached. They are
1

curious to understand how the meaning of rjwords has been so suddenly reversed. Theydesire to be informed from whom comes this ^accusation ; and whether, upon the whole, the wcharge is opon to a suspioiou of imposture. Q|In case they do conclude to change fronts n,
now, they are anxious to be informed how soon Hi
and how frequently hereafter they will be requiredto turn flip-flaps, in order to be con- ai
sidered national men and friends of the Union, fr
They desire to be patriots, and not to suffer polit- J<
ical outlawry; but at their age of life, with
fixed habits, and joints stiffened by hard pull- st
jng for the old national doctrines, they find a lt
certain inconvenience in throwing summersets; et
and if they begin, they would like to know how al
many will be expected of them? Will they, a;it is asked, after turning against the old Whig j\doctrine, be any the surer Whigs on that ac- jJcount? When you issue your next manifesto, jtplease inform os how to rally such Whigs, or Ujwhat to qo with them. t0The last time the Whigs of Ohio tried their
strength, as such, was in the last Presidential
election. The accident of position made me ni
well acquainted with the details of that con- ri
lest. A portion of their number worked al- J
most like giants; but they labored under an fo
impression, which, in organising the party, it it
would be a good plan to remove; it was, that W
the particular branch of the party now reprelentedin yonr Convention was not heartily hi
with them; in fact, that you looked coldly °r

apon their efforts. They will be delighted to ,S1
jee your zeal renewed, and a satisfactory ex- ev

plan&tion on this subject will greatly facilitate Ht

four proposed movement.
Hard upon the discouragements of that defeat,a secret organization, sometimes called JtKnow Nothing, set in, and run lifee a oonta- exion, disintegrating all former party ties, and mgathering within its shadowy fold and into a new V(fellowship persons of the most opposite poli- thlies. They were said to be bound together by sa

leoret signs, ceremonies, and oaths. At all D(
events, they disposed very summarily and un- gii
ceremoniously of nominations made by the old
political parties. There has been great debate sk
touching the principles of the organization ; hi
but as it had a public side aud a secret side, al

and seemed itself not to be entirely certain
what it would be glad to do, I can pretend to
no definite knowledge. I notice in your Conventionthe names of many, understood to be
zealous and prominent in that new organization.In reorganizing the Whig party, we
shall be called on to answer the following questions,and I beg to suggest that you bestow
some attention to the subject, viz: In case we,rank and file, rally under your leadership, as
Whigs, which organization will you then belongto, the Whig, or the Know Nothing? And
in case you belong to both, to which one of
them will your obligations be paramount?I am glad to see that the two gentlemenwhom you recommeud us to support for Presi-
dent and Vice President are personally unobjectionablemen. Will you please advise us of
the character of the tie which unites them on
the same ticket ? Is it a Whig tie, or some
other? Supposing us to rally as Whigs, and
elect them both, and Mr. Fillmore to die, how
ihould we manage? Would Mr. Donelson
turn Whig, or should we Whigs have to besomeDemocrats; or how should we manage
lo avoid the awkwardness of a Whig partympporting a Democratic Administration?
The impression prevails here, that the gentle-

men whom you recommend us to support for
President and Vice President are the candidatesof that portion ofthe Know Nothing organzationknown as the South Americans; that
8 to say, that portion of the Americans reprelentiugthe slave States, with those from the free
States who agreed with them, and acceded to
their platform; that Mr. Fillmore and Mr. Don»lnnnKnth onnnrvtorJ t V» a* --J

uuiuiimi iuii, aiiu I'll*
lorsed the platform ; that other nominations of
he same men, since made, have been fragraentiryand subordinate. I find in the platform of
hat Convention, so endorsed by the candidates
vhom you recommend us to support as Whigs,
i clause which appears to me to assent to the
ilaira of slaveholders to carry their slaves into
ill the Territories, and hold them there. At all
ivents, this claim is nowhere denied in the plat'orra.The power of Congress to interfere is
jxpressly denied ; and the power of the people)f the Territory to reject Slavery appears to be
imited to the time when they are ready for adnissionas a State. In other words, it appears
o concede all that has been or is claimed bybe most ultra slave propagandist. I have looked
with some care, and am unable to see in what
naterial respect that platform differs on the
Slavery question from the Democratic CincinnatiPlatform. I believe them to be on this subectsubstantially alike. Now, if we, as Whigs,ihould rally for Mr. Fillmore on that platform,vhat answer can we make, if we are requested,
is Whigs, to rally for Mr. Buchanan? How
ihall we show our friends that Mr. Buchanan is
lectional, and Mr. Fillmore not so ? I see, as I
jo on, that before progress can be expected in
allying our old party, a great tuany explanaions must be made. But I suppose you would
lot have undertaken a work of so much iinportince,had thci^ been any danger of your besomingdiscouraged. We musL, of course, un-
lerstand what is to be done, before we can
orm our plans as to the beet mode of proceednK-
In conclusion.let mc sav that, tliprpmin »mr»»nr

he Whigs of Ohio a class of educated men,
ipproaching middle life, the leaders of couniesand of districts ; not self seekers nor greedyif position, but holding in an eminent degreehe regards and the contidence of their neightors.They did not need the encouragementif victory to make them work for their priorities.To any call of duty, as Whigs, they
tever presented a wavering front. When the
tarty and the flag went down, they gave them
hneral hanors. Allow me to say, that it is not
very vagrant rub a-tiub that can call such
nen into action ; nor, being in action, can they
te thrown into disorder or withurawn from the
ield by an idle sound of trumpets in unextectedquarters. Almost to a man, they are
o-day upon the stump, appealing to their neighierson behalf of Republican principles, in ar
uments and orations which strike home to the
ery foundations of public feeling.

Very respectfully,
Aaro.v F. Pkkky,

Chairman oJ the Ohio Whig State
Central Committee.

JEFFERSON AGAINST DOUGLAS.

iPEECH OF HON."AARON H. CRAGIN,
Of New Hampshire,

IN TIIK HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
AootrsT 4, 185'!.

The House being in Committee of th* Whole on the
;ate of the 1'ition.
Mr. CRAGIX said:
Mr. Chairman: If these were ordinary times. 1

hould be quite content to return to mv contituents,at the close of this session, with the
imple record of my votes. Rut, sir, these are ex-

raoruinary times; nines wuen great principles
re at stake; times that call for words as well as

cts. At such a crisis, when the theory of our
lovernment is questioned and denied, when
ven freedom of speech is denied in the Halls of
'ongress, the commission of a free and generous
eople, which gives me an equal privilege upon
his Hoor, commands my voice, if for nothing
Ise, to demonstrate and vindicate their right of
*ec discussion.
My own inclination, as well as my sense of

uty, leads me to the discussion of the one great
uestion that now occupies the public mind.
he subject that has entered so largely into the
ebates in this hall for the past six months, will
laim my attention while the clock shall measure
he passing hour.
Mr. Chairman, the demands of Slavery for

xtension and political power have become so I

nreasonable, persistent, and violent, that no I
lan who values the welfare of his country, and <

esires the perpetuity of the great truths estabshedby the Revolution, can be a silent or in- j
ifferent spectator in the momentous struggle t
ow pending. The issue that is to decide the £

iture history of our country now presses upon <

s. We are called to a great responsibility. The
ghts of the people are in danger. The same

r
reat rights which our ancestors battled for are
ireatened and denied. If these rights were x

orth half the price paid by the noble patriots t

f the Revolution, they are worth preserving 1

ow. God helping us, we will preserve them, v

nd hand them down to posterity unimpaired.
i propose to contrast tne past wun me present,
nd show bow far the Government has departed
om the principles and policy of Washington and .

tfferson, on the 'juestion of human rights. i

When our forefathers reared the magnificent
ructure of a free Republic in this Western land, g
ley laid its foundations broad and deep in the
ernal principles of right. Its materials were

1 quarried from the mountains of truth ; and,
i it rose majestically before an astonished s

orld, it rejoiced the hearts and hopes of man-
s

nd. Tyrants only cursed the workmen and
leir workmanship. Its architecture was new. »

had no model in Grecian or Roman his- "

iry. It seemed a paragon, let down from Heaven
inspire the hopes of men, and to demonstrate t

ie favor of God to the people of a new world. e

The builders recognised the rights of human i
iture as universal. Liberty, the great first '

ght of man, they claimed for " all men," and c
aimed it from "God himself." Upon this
nndation they erected the temple, and dedicated f
to Liberty. Humanity, Justice, and Equality. *

ashington was crowned its patron saint. <

The work completed was the noblest etTort of i
iman wisdom. But it was not perfect. It hail c
ie blemish.a little spot.the black stain of «

avcry. The workmen.the friends of Freedom
erywhere.deplored this. They labored long 1
>4 prayerfully to remove this deformity. They f
iplied all the skill of their art; but they labored s
vain. Self-interest was too strong for patriotmand the love of Liberty. The work stood <1

ill, and for a time it was doubtful whether the
;periment would succeed. The blot must re- v

aln, or the whole must fail. The workmen re- t

irnished their work, to conceal and cover up *

e stain. Slavery was recognised, but not ,
.nctioned. The word slave or slavery must r

>t mar the Constitution. So great an incon- "

stency must not be proclaimed to the world.
All agreed, at that time, that the anomaly 1
lould not increase, and all concurred in the t
>pe and belief that the blemish would gradu- t
ly disappear. Those noble men looked for4
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ward to the time when Slavery would be abolished I
in this land of ours. They believed that the I
principles of liberty were so dear to the people. I
that they would not long deny to others what I
they claimed for themselves. They never dreamed I
that Slavery would be extended, but firmly be- I
lieved it would be wholly blotted out. I chal- I
lenge any man to show me a single patriot of I
the Revolution who was in favor of Slavery, or I
who advocated its extension. So universal wasI
the sentiment of Liberty then, that no man, I
North or South, could be found to justify it- I
Some palliated the evil, and desired that it might I
be gradually extinguished ; but noue contempla- I
ted it as a permanent institution. I

Liberty was then the national goddess, wor- I
shipped by all the people. They sang of Liberty, I
they harangued for Liberty, they prayed for I
Liberty, and they sacrificed for Liberty. Slavery I
was then hateful. It was denounced by all. The I
British King was condemned for foisting it upon I
the Colonies. Southern men were foremost in I
entering their protest against it. It was then I
everywhere regarded as an evil, and a crime I
against humanity. To prove this, let us appeal I
to history. I
The following extracts from the proceedings of I

the Couiiuental Congress, and of meetings in
.Southern States prior to the l»ec laralion of In
dependence, show the feeling of the people in
the early days of the Republic. 1 quote from
the American Archives, fourth series, vol. 1

u CoanwaMTAL Cosou**,
" Philadelphia. October an, 1774

11 We do. lor ourielvei. Hint the inhabitants of the severalColonies whoin we represent. tiruiiy agree and associate,under the sacred ties of viriue, honor, and love
of our country, as follows:
"2. That we will neitner import nor purchase any

slaves imported alter the lirsi da> ot Deccintier next , ,,

alter which time, we will wholly discontinue the slave«
trade, and will neither he concerned in it ourselves, nor
will we hire our vessels, nor sell our couiiiiodinef or :
manufactures to those who arc concerned in it.. Pa^sDlt* 11. That a committee be chosen m every county, city,and town, hy those who are qiin'ified to vote ;or Represeni- '

ativcs in the Legislature, whose business it shall be attentivelyto observe the coiuluel of all persons touchingthis association und when it shall be made to appear, to
the satisfaction of a majority of any such comimttoe, that
any per-nn within the limits of their appointment has .

violated this association, that such majority do forthwith
cause the iruth of the ease to be published 111 the (iazrtte,
to the end that all such foes to the rights of British Amman
may be publicly known, and universally contemned as
the enemies of American Liberty, and thenceforth we respectivelywill break od all dealings with hnn or her
Paf tU5.

' 14. And wc do further agree and resolve, that we will
have no trade, commerce, dealings, or intercourse whatsoever,with any Colony or Province in Xorth Animca
which <hall not accede to or winch "ha her. after vm
late this association, but will hold them as unworthy ol
the rights of freemen, and as inimical to the lilwrties ot
this country. '

"The foregoing association being determined upon bythe Congress, was ordered to be subscribed by the several
members thereof; and thereupon we have hereunto set
oar respective names accordingly.''

' In Congress. Philrdelphia October "Jo, 1774
" Peyton Randolph. President.
" A'»i# Hampshire .John Sullivan, Nailiaine! Foliom
" Massachusetts Bnu .Thomas Cashing, Sainual Adams,John Adams. Robert Treat Payne.
Bhenlc Island..Stephen Hopkins. Samuel Ward.
Caniireticnl Kliphalel Djer, Rogi r Suurtnan, Si s

Deaue
A", i/ York..Isanc low. John AI -op. John Jay. Jaines

Duanc, Philip Livingston, William Floyd. ILnry Wisner,Sunmi lioeruiii
* iVrie Jcrstn.James Kiuey, William Livingston, StephenCrane. Richard Smith, johu lie Hurt
'Pennsylvania.Joseph iiallnway, John Dickinson,Oliarles lluinphri ys.Thomas MitHm. Kdwnrd Bnldle, JohnMorton, (ieorge Ri>»*
Th' Itimer Conn ties. K,irrn>tU. + r .Ctrsar Rodney, i

Thomas MeKeau. lieorge Read.
iiim via'in .iiaunew i iigiiinnn, I lunus* .loin no ii, jr ,

'

William Paca, Samuel Chase.
" Virginia .Richard Henry l,r«. (Iroritn Washington,Patrick Henry, jr.,.Richard Bland. Benjamin Harrison,

Kdiiiund Pendleton.
North Carolina.William Hooper, Joseph Hewea,Richard Caswell.

"South Carolina.Henry MiddU-toii. Thomas I.ynrh,
Christopher < iadsden, John Ku. ledge. Kdward Ruiledge' OrdrrrJ. Thai tins association he committed to the
press, and that one hundred and twenty copies be struck
oil."

" Continental Cungr,ss, Friday. Ottolm 21, 1774
" The address to the people ot (irtal Uritain being brought

in. and the amendments directed being made, the same
was approved, and is as follows:
' To the people of (Jreat Hrnain. from the delegates appointedby the several Kngliih Colonies of New Harnpshire. Massachusetts Bn> Rimde Island and Providence

Plantations. Connecticut. New York. New Jersey,
PenneyWania the l.ower Counties on Delaware. Maryland,Virginia, North i^Uulina. and South Carolina, io
consider of their grietW.cc* in tieneral Congress, at
Philadelphia. September 5lh, 1774
Friends and FtUow ritizen* When a nation, led to

greatness by the hand of Liberty, and pos»ess« d of all the
glory that heroism, munificence, and humanity, can bestow,descends to the ungrateful task of forging chains for
her tr.ends and children, and. insli ad ol giving support
to Freedom, turns aihorati fur Slartry and Oppression,
there it reason to suspeet she lias either ceased to be virtuous.or been t rtrernrly negligent in the ajjinntrnent ot her
rulers".Pages'Jit to SI 7.

This is the language of our forefathers, strugglingfor Liberty. Suppose the people of Kan9asshould address this same language to the
people of the United States to-day; with what
force and truth would it come! Who will say it
is not applicable.every word of it?

tlAMIKM. OKOaolA. BASOLVTIOXS
" In thr Daririt Committee Thursday. January 12, 177.7
' 5. To show the world that we are not influenced

by any contracted or interested motive*, but a general
philanthropy for all mankind, ol whatever rliniale language.or complexion, we hereby declare our disappro
iiaiion una ardiorreneu ol th* unnatural practice of s;«
very in America. (however the uncultivated state of rur
country or other specious srsuiueni* may pleat' lor a.)
a prartirrfoumlrd in intHstice and rrutltp. anJ highly dan-
geroui to our hhertirs. (a* well a* live*.) dtbasnig part of
our frlloir erratum below men, and rwrupting Ihe virtue
ami murals ofthrrttl, anil is tny itt|f the basisol that Liberty
we contend lor. (and which we pray the Almighty to continueto tha latest posterity.) upon a very wrong foundation.We therefore resolve, at all lime*, to n*« our utmostei deavors for the manumission of our *!avea in thi*
Colony, upon the most sate and equitable footing for thu
master* and themselves ".Fagr II.'hi.

I could fill pages with similar extracts, but tha
above are all that my limits will allow.

1 turn now to the sayings of the immortal
Washington and his co-laborers in the cause of
Ituman rights.

' It thr Mnrquh dr leafaprut.April ith, 17V).
(Kxtract.)

Tlie echeme. my dear Marquis, which you propose as
» precedent, to encourage the emancipation 01 the black
people in this country from the state ot bondage in which
ihey are held, u a striking rridener of thr hrnnolrnr, of ) our
in art. I shall be happy to join you in so laudahh a woik ,>111 will deter going into n detail ol the business till I have
:he pleasure of seeing you."
Here a scheme to emancipate the blacks in

this country from a state of bondage, is characterizedby the Father of his Country as a " strikingBvidence of the benevolence' of the heart. And
Washington declares that he should be happy to
oin in so " lumlMe "

a work. If it be laudable
,o abolish Slavery where it exists, what shall we
lay of the work which shall prevent its existence
>n the virgin soil of the free Territories '

IIn a letter to Robert Morris, dAted Mount Verton,April 12, 178«I, he says:
"1 can only say that there i» not a man living who

vishe* more sincerely than 1 do to see a plan adopted tor
ho aboliiio't of it. But there i* only one proper and elrctualmode by which it can be accomplished, and thai
s by legislative authority . and this, as far a* my sutlragnvill go. shall uever be wauling. "

In another letter to Lafayette, he says :

"The. benevolence of your heart, my dear Marquis, i*
o conspicuous on all occasions, that I never wonder at
iity fresh proofs of it; but your la e purrhaw of an estate
n the Colony of Cayenne, with the view of emancipatinglie slaves on it, i* a generous and noble proof of your
uitiaiilty. Would to trod a hke spinl might diffuse itselfrnrrallti into thr minds if thr people of this rountry."
In a letter to John F. Mercer, on this subject,lated September 9, 178*5, General WashingtonAid':
"I never mean, unless some particular circumstances
hould compel ine to it. to possess another slave by parhase,it being among mp.jirsl wishes to see some plandooted bv which Slavery, in this rounirv n. - i.

died l>y law.''

Noble patriot! He ha<l seen his country vicoriousover British tyranny, and her independneeestablished ; and now his great heart, swellngwith humanity, proclaims it to be among hia
first wishes" to sec Slavery abolished in this
ountry.
Forentertainingthe same wishes.nay, less, sir,

or seeking to prevent the spread of this evil and
vrong.we are denounced as "traitors" and
Black Republicans." Whilst I follow the teachng*of Washington, no threats or opprobrious
pitbets shall deter me trom the conscientious
Uncharge of my duty.
When this great and good man had finished

lis work upon the earth, he left in his will the
ollowing dying declaration, in testimony of hia
incerity:
" I'pon (lie decease of my wife, it is my will and destrehai ali the slaves which I hold in my own right shall reeivetheir freedom. To emancipate ihem during herife would, though earnestly wished by me. be attended

villi such insuperable difficulties, on account of their inerniixtureby marriages wuli the dower negroes, as in
ZCite the moat painful sensation*, if not not disagreeable
onsequenees, from the latter, while both descriptions ato
n the oeeupaney of the same proprietor, it not being in
ay power, under the tenure by which the dower negroes
ire held, lo aanumil them."

1 understand, that when Mrs. Washington
earned, from the will of her deceased husband,hat the only obstacle to the immediate perfecionof this provision was her right of dower, sh«
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